
 
 
 

 
 

BEFORE GROUP 
 

 
BOTTOM LINE 
When you can’t see the bigger picture, do the next right 
thing. 
 
SCRIPTURE 
Now Joseph was well-built and handsome, and after a 
while his master’s wife took notice of Joseph and said, 
“Come to bed with me!” But he refused. “With me in 
charge,” he told her, “my master does not concern 
himself with anything in the house; everything he owns 
he has entrusted to my care. No one is greater in this 
house than I am. My master has withheld nothing from 
me except you, because you are his wife. How then could 
I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?” And 
though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he refused to 
go to bed with her or even be with her (Genesis 39:6b-
10 NIV).  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
GOAL OF SMALL GROUP 
To encourage students to think about what it looks like to 
do the next right thing when they’re faced with making 
difficult decisions.    
 
THINK ABOUT THIS 
When it comes to doing the next right thing, your middle 
schoolers may struggle in two areas: knowing the right 
thing and actually wanting to do it. Their ability to think 
about the future or long-term consequences of any 
decisions, good or bad, is developing in this phase. That 
makes seeing the next right thing (a forward-thinking 
concept) challenging for them. On top of that, if they do 
identify a right step to take, many will struggle to actually 
take it. They may worry about how it will change their 
friendships, their status at school, their relationships with 
their parents, and more. The cost of their right choice 
may feel too risky for them to actually want to make it.  
 
This guide is a suggestion, not a formula. Adjust the 
questions and activities as needed, and don’t feel like 
you need to do, or ask, everything you see here. 

 

 
 

DURING GROUP
 

DISCUSS THIS 
1. On a scale of 1-10 (1 being easy and 10 being almost impossible), how difficult is it for you to decide… 

a. Where you want to eat? 
b. What you want to wear to school? 
c. What you want to watch? 
d. Who you want to hang out with? 

2. What’s the hardest part about making decisions? 
3. Have you ever felt unsure about a decision you had to make? Tell us about it.  
4. Why is it sometimes difficult to choose to do the right thing? 
5. Is it harder to make the right choice when you don’t know how it will work out? Why or why not? 
6. How do you know what the next right thing to do is? 
 

DO THIS (EXPERIENCE) 
For the third week of this series, you’ll continue to help your middle schoolers create a piece of their “Big Picture” puzzle. 
Pass out the provided worksheet and highlighters to each of your students, ask them to fill it out during group, and then 
collect the sheets before they leave. Be sure to keep the papers organized and in a safe place as students will assemble 
all of their sheets to reveal a puzzle in Week 5 of this series.
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